
 

Contact us:  

  

Jason Becker, co-chair 

French and Spanish 

jbecker@chicousd.org 

  

Marcelle Gregoire, co-chair  

Spanish 

mgregoire@chicousd.org 

  

 Lee-Anne Calhoon  

Spanish  

lcalhoon@chicousd.org 

  

Mauricio Jaime-Arellano 

Spanish  

mjaime@chicousd.org 

  

Michelle Martin 

Japanese and Spanish 

mmartin@chicousd.org 

  

Janet Topete-Tallerico 

Spanish  

jtopete@chicousd.org 

From our students: 
 
“It’s not learning a 
language; it’s learning a 
culture.  The cultures have 
so many connections to 
our lives and it always 
surprises me when I make 
a new connection.”  
Jessica Deas 
 

“For Christmas, when I 
was younger I visited my 
family in Canada and ever 
since then I have wanted 
to study French at P.V.”   
Alyssa Grebmeier 
 
 “Taking Spanish has built 
my confidence in public 
speaking and has driven 
me to pursue language in 
college.”  Claire Morrison 

Visit our website:  

 

http://tinyurl.com/hflq2oe 

Pleasant Valley  

High School 

 

  

World 

Languages 

 

  

 Spanish 

 French  



Which language 

should you study?  

 

Success in a second lan-

guage depends primarily on 

your motivation and hard 

work. All classes have some 

homework and require study-

ing outside of class.  

More than likely, you will 

study this language for two 

to four years, so think about 

why you would like to learn a 

language when deciding 

which language to study.  

 

 What are your interests in 

and out of school?  

 Do you plan to travel over-

seas for business or recrea-

tion?  

 Do you want to meet new 

people and learn about other 

cultures? 

 

Learning a second 

language will make a  

difference in how you 

see the world and 

how the world sees 

you!  

Which level should you take? 

  

Most students begin with 

Level I when they enter high 

school.   

However, if  you have had 

significant previous experi-

ence with the language you 

wish to take, you may take a 

placement examination, 

which may place you in a 

level II, III or IV class, de-

pending on your abilities 

and experience. 

  Also, for native speakers 

and heritage learners of  

Spanish, we offer Spanish 

for Spanish Speakers.  
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Learning a second 
language:  
 has a positive effect on intellectu-

al growth and enriches and en-
hances a child's mental develop-
ment. 

 
 leaves students with more flexi-

bility in thinking, greater sensitivi-
ty to language, and a better ear 
for listening. 

 
 improves a child's understanding 

of his/her native language. 
 
 gives a child the ability to com-

municate with people s/he would 
otherwise not have the chance to 
know. 

 
 opens the door to other cultures 

and helps a child understand and 
appreciate people from other 
countries. 

 
 gives a student a head start in 

language requirements for col-
lege. 

 

 increases job opportunities in 
many careers where knowing an-
other language is a real asset. 

 
 
(Center for Applied Linguistics) 


